"PARIS, July 13% 1847.
" I only publish ' Les Paysans ' because we have an account to settle. Otherwise I certainly should not publish it, and the success of 'La Derniere Incarnation de Vautrin ' would certainly not impel me to do it.
" Therefore if you are able without inconvenience to pay back to the Presse what it advanced to you, I will willingly give up ' Les Paysans.' Otherwise I will publish ' Les Paysans,' and will begin on Monday next, the 19th. But I insist that there shall be no interruption. I count on this.
"EMILE  DE   GlRARDIN."
Girardin's bitter resentment is excusable, when we remember that it was in September, 1844, nearly three years before, that Balzac had received 9,000 francs in advance for " Les Paysans." Since then only one number of the promised work had been produced, and the great writer's only explanation for his long delay in finishing the book was the inadequate one, that Dujarier had interrupted " Les Paysans " after the first chapters had been published, to be able to begin Alexandre Dumas' novel " La Heine Margot," before the end of 1844,
